BELISARIUS                                                  ACT in

JUSTINIAN.                                  Belisarius!

Let your own thought accuse you.

HYPATIUS,                                               Furthermore,

On the occasion, lord, of his return
From fighting Zabergan; when you restrained
His blood-thirsty ambition, that had risked
Your soldiers against those barbarians
For his own selfish aims, that he cried out
Upon a slavish age, anxious to have
Peace of their pockets, rather than their swords!
That he would never brook it in your place.

JUSTINIAN. This lets too clear a light on his procedure;
His currying favour with the populace;
His ostentatious generosity
To those who served at Ghettos under him;
This letting of his servants weave a plot
To murder me, which he might profit by,
And yet keep blameless in the public sight.

HYPATIUS. This paper adds as further testimony

That he broke off his daughter's promised match

With Anastasius, for what other cause

Than being too poor a husband, and too mean,

As nephew of deposed Justinian,

For the future Emperor's daughter.

ISAAC*                                                       Damnable!
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